Dr. Luke, Cholera:
   The rains had finally come; this meant the heat was not as bad and the hot air had gone away.  But, most importantly, Worda and her neighbors were now able to plant their crops.  But now, Worda worried because the rains were so heavy every day and water was beginning to stand in the fields and the ditches and the streams were full to the top.  It continued to rain.

   It was only several days later Worda heard a friend whisper to her and another friend when they were watching the water run through their street.  Their friend told them about people across the river who had the "water disease."  Worda asked her friend what she meant.  Her friend told her:  "it is when people have very watery stools or bowel movements, without stopping, and they can die."  With great fear in her heart, Worda asked her friend:  "Can I get this?  It sounds very bad."  Her friend shrugged her shoulders and had no answer for Worda.

   All night Worda lay awake thinking about this problem,  She thought of her nieces and nephews who might get this illness and maybe die; she thought of her brothers and their wives, of her parents.  She wondered about what she could do.  She remembered a family who lived at the very end of the next village.  She had been told by a friend he was a doctor.  She thought to herself:  "He can tell me what to do to take care of my family."

   Early the next morning, Worda walked through the rain, even crossing a flooded street, to get to the man's house.  She was afraid as she stood in front of the house; maybe he could not help them.  Maybe she was wrong about what she had heard.  However, in just a few minutes, a man came around from the side of the house, saw Worda, and asked her to come in.

   After giving Worda to towel to dry off with, and offering her tea, which she gladly accepted, the man introduced himself as Dr. Rick.  "Have we met before?"

   Worda was surprised at how friendly he was.  A lady brought tea.  "This is my wife, Christy; she is a nurse."

   After sipping their tea for a few minutes, Dr. Rick asked Worda.  "How may I help you?"

   Worda decided she could trust Dr. Rick and began to talk.  "My friends have told me that across the river there is an illness which causes loose..."  Worda stopped talking.  This was so personal, something she never even discussed with her Mother.  She hung her head in embarrassment.  

   Dr. Rick began to speak.  "I have heard there are some cases of cholera across the river.  Is that what you are talking about?"

   Worda did not know what cholera was.  She did not know the answer to his question.

   "Dr. Rick continued.  "I am almost certain you are talking about cholera.  It causes people to have very bad diarrhea and they have very watery, loose stools.  If the fluids in people's bodies is not replaced, they can die."

   Worda took a deep breath.  Certainly this was what her friend was telling her about the other day.

   Dr. Rick continued.  "However there is something we can do, actually many things we can do to help you not get cholera.  One thing is a vaccine.  .  Early in the morning we are getting a shipment of vaccines and we plan to give them out tomorrow.  A vaccine is something you can take to prevent you from getting a disease.  Worda, in the morning, you can bring your family and every one can get this vaccine to help you not get cholera."

   "Another important step is to wash your hands with soap and water after you go to the bathroom.  This is a very important thing to do.  Another important step is to go to the bathroom in one place, a hole dug in the ground.  But again, the most important thing to do is to wash your hands with soap and water after you go to the bathroom."  Dr. Rick showed Worda how to wash her hands.  "There is one other very important thing and that is you need to boil your water for 10 minutes before you use it to cook with, drink, and wash your clothes and take a bath.  This will kill the cholera germ and prevent it from getting into your body."

   "Worda, I have something else to share with you.  I read a book called the Bible, and in it is a true story about a woman and water.  This is a true story and can be found in a book inside the Bible, called the book of John."

   "Jesus had to go through Samaria on the way to another city.  Eventually he came to the Samaritan village of Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.  Jacob's well was there; and Jesus, tired from the long walk, sat wearily beside the well at noontime.
   Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, "Please give me a drink."  He was alone at the time because his disciples had gone into the village to buy some food.

   The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to have anything to do with Samaritans.  She said to Jesus, "You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan woman.  Why are you asking me for a drink?"

   Jesus replied, "If you only knew the gift God has for you and who you are speaking to, you would ask me, and I would give you living water."

   "But sir, you don't have a rope or a bucket," she said, "and this well is very deep.  where would you get this living water?  And besides, do you think you're greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well?  How can you offer better water than he and his sons and his animals enjoyed?" 
   Jesus replied, "Anyone who drinks this water will soon become thirsty again.  But those who drink the water I give will never be thirsty again.  It becomes a fresh, bubbling spring within them, giving them eternal life."

   "Please sir," the woman said, "give me this water!   Then I'll never be thirsty again, and I won't have to come here to get water."

   "Go and get your husband," Jesus told her.

   "I don't have a husband," the woman replied.

   Jesus said, "You're right!  You don't have a husband - for you have had five husbands and you aren't even married to the man you're living with now.  You certainly spoke the truth!"

   "Sir," the woman said, "you must be a prophet.  So tell me, why is it that you Jews insist Jerusalem is the only place of worship while we Samaritans claim it is here at Mount Gerizim, where our ancestors worshipped?"

   Jesus replied, "Believe me, dear woman, the time is coming when it will no longer matter whether you worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem.  You Samaritans know very little about the one you worship, while we Jews know all about him, for salvation comes through the Jews.  But the time is coming - indeed it is here now - when true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth.  The Father is looking for those who will worship him that way.  For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth."

   The woman said, "I know the Messiah is coming - the one who is called Christ.  When he comes, he will explain everything to us."

   Then Jesus told her, "I AM the Messiah!"

   "Worda, did you know every single one of us falls short of what God wants us to be?  This is called sin.  As Jesus said in this story, he is the only way you can have living water, or have your sins forgiven.  It is very simple to do:  you admit you are a sinner; you believe in Jesus as your only Savior, or the one who can take away your sins; and you confess or ask Jesus to forgive your sins."

   "Worda, would you like to say these things to Jesus?"

   Worda was uncertain.  "When I come back tomorrow to get my vaccine, can we talk again?"

   "Yes.  We will talk tomorrow.  Come early in the morning and we will talk as I unload the vaccine."
   All night Worda thought about the story Dr. Rick had told her about living water.  It amazed her this man Jesus could give living water and save her from things she had done wrong.  She said the words Dr. Rick had told her about:  "admit I cannot be like God."  The word Dr. Rick used was sin.  "Believe Jesus could take away my sins."  Worda didn't quite understand this, but she knew in her heart it was true.  And then, she whispered these words into the room:  "Jesus, please save me from my sins.  I believe in you."

   Worda thought her heart might just come out of her chest she was so happy.  She could hardly wait to tell Dr. Rick.

   Just as the sun was coming up, Worda got up and quickly made breakfast for her family so they could walk to Dr. Rick's house.  Last night over dinner she had told them about cholera, actions they could do to protect themselves like wash their hands, boil their water, and dig a hole to use to go to the bathroom.  She also told them they could go get a vaccine to help protect from getting the cholera.  

   Everyone, except Worda's oldest sister, wanted to get the vaccine.  Worda's sister said it wasn't part of the old ways and she was not going to take it.  She and her four children stayed home.

   Worda's family arrived at Dr. Rick's house just as the lorrie arrived.  They watched as boxes were taken into the house and as Dr. Rick marked a sheet.  It was not too long and the lorrie driver was finished with the delivery and left.  Right as the lorrie left, it started to rain again.  Dr. Rick invited everyone into a large room on the side of his house.

   "Dr. Rick!  I did.  I asked Jesus to take away my sin."  Worda could not wait a moment longer to tell Dr. Rick.

   "That is wonderful news Worda.  Please tell me what happened."

   "I thought about the story you told me about the woman, and Jesus being the living water.  I knew I wanted Jesus to forgive me of my sins.  So, I asked him last night to do that.  I asked him to forgive me of my sins."

   "I am excited for you and what you decided to do.  Can you read Worda?"

   Worda nodded her head yes.

   "Well before you leave today, I want to give you a copy of the book where the story I told you yesterday is found.  I will show you where I want you to read, in the Book of John.  You can come back and we can talk about what you read."\

   It was time to line up for the vaccine.  Worda swallowed the pill and then waited for the rest of her family to take their vaccine.  When the last one finished, Dr. Rick told them, "If you have any problems with a headache or being achey, take some acetaminophen.  Do not take aspirin.  Remember it is very important to wash your hands with soap and water, boil your water, and use the bathroom in a hole in the ground.  Do not go in the river.  You could make others sick."

   Worda nodded her head.

   "And Worda, I hope you will read the Bible and then come back to my house so we can talk about it.  I am so happy you asked Jesus to forgive you of your sins and to give you living water."   

